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What a buzz there has been around school 
recently! Annie was a credit to the school 
and the staff and students involved. They 
showcased such a range of talents and 
thoroughly entertained family, friends and 
staff alike. 

This week, the school has been running  
careers seminars led by employers and  

people from a range of sectors. The sessions have been  
exceptionally well attended, by students from Maiden Erlegh 
School and Maiden Erlegh in Reading. Thank you so much to all the 
guest speakers who have given up their valuable time and thank 
you Mr Buck for organising this programme.

The Sixth Form Subject Conferences have also been taking place, 14 
subject conferences took place in just two days! The feedback has 
been extremely positive. They have given students a real boost at 
this crucial time. We have had some sixth formers in France doing  
work experience (and milking cows) and others in Switzerland,  
visiting Cern. 

Year 7 have been in Tirabad and our skiers are preparing on the 
dry slopes. This just gives you a flavour of what is going on, above 
and beyond the school day. 

Furthermore, Miss Cheshire, Mr Gillett and other members of the 
Leadership Team, including myself, have the privilege of meeting  
Year 11 students who have applied to our Sixth Form. We will 
see all 241 of them over the next few weeks. They have been  
articulate, mature, thoughtful and aspirational – everything I 
would expect a Maiden Erlegh student to be. Well done to all the 
staff and students involved!

Finally, I was delighted that we were able to announce our planned 
work with Chiltern Edge School.  For further information please 
click here. These are exciting times for the Trust and we will keep 
you informed of further developments as they happen. 

CALENDAR
2-9 February Yr8 Tirabad - Outdoor Pursuits

5 February Yr7-11  Suspended Timetable Day

6 February Women’s Suffrage - 100 Year Anniversary

6 February Yr8-13 Careers Fair 2018

19 February ‘One Man Two Guvnors’ National Theatre - Drama

22 February Yr8 Options Evening

27 February Yr8 M Progress Meetings

27 February Yr11/12 Maths Inspiration Trip - Hexagon - Maths

28 February Yr12/13 Emagazine Conference - London - English

1 March Yr8 E Progress Meetings

1 March World Book Day

2 March Non-Uniform Day

 Road Safety Reminder
Please can we ask parents to remind 
their children that they should not be 
distracted when crossing the road, 
or cycling. We have had some phone 
calls from very upset drivers who 
have had to stop suddenly because 
students have walked out without looking – typically because 
the student was texting or similar. Also having headphones in will 
mean awareness is further diminished, oblivious to traffic.

We have spoken with them in school but please would you talk 
to your son/daughter about the perils of wearing headphones.  
We have asked students to at least remember the basics of 
the green cross code and also suggested that they remove one  
headphones when they are in transit.

Our students share roads and footpaths with other users and it is 
important that all parties are mutually respectful. No-one wants it 
to take an accident for them to change their habits.

Thank you for your support

http://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=357&type=pdf


 Choose a Career That Suits You........

Over a two week period in January and February Maiden Erlegh hosted its ever 
popular programme of Career Seminars run by local professionals and members 
of the business community from a range of potential career paths open to our 
students. We are very grateful to all our guest speakers who have given up their 
time to lead these sessions and captivate the students.

The seminars were a huge success and we look forward to welcoming this  
effective way of opening the students’ minds and broadening horizons for many 
years to come.

We hope that the students enjoyed the seminars, found them informative and valuable and had the opportunity to ask questions to 
further their knowledge.

Following on, almost immediately, is our extremely well 
attended annual Careers Fair on Tuesday 6 February.  
If your child was unable to attend the seminars this 
may be a great way to introduce some ideas or to start  
looking into the future.
 
Our Careers Fair gives the students an insight into a  
career that may suit them. We’re looking well into the 
future for some students however we feel that it’s  
never too early to start planning and looking at options 
to suit each individual, whether it be a path to university,  
college, apprenticeships or the world of work.

We fully support our students in whichever route they 
decide is right for them and strive to help them reach 
their potential. Our Careers Fair is another way of  
showing the students options that are available to them 
in order for them to achieve success in their future.

The poster above gives you all the information you 
need and on the right are some of the amazing stands 
that will appear at this unmissable event. 

Students and parents both welcome. 

We look forward to seeing you.

http://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=337&type=pdf
http://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=337&type=pdf


 Berkshire Leadership Sports Academy

Four Year 10 students attended the Berkshire  
Leadership Sports Academy at the end of  
January to learn how to deliver sport to  
other young people. The students heard from 
Paralympic swimmer Graham Edmunds and  
how he overcame a serious accident to become  
a double gold medallist. They then had four  
workshops on how to deliver and lead sport  
including one session which focussed on  
inclusion and disability sport. Maiden Erlegh  
were one of 25 schools stretching across the 
county from Hungerford to Slough that attended  
the event and gave our students a chance to  
interact with other young people from all around 
the region who are all share a passion for sport 
and have the characteristics to become excellent 
future leaders of sport.

 Parent Support Group

We have recently been contacted by a  
lady who is in the process of setting up a 
parent support group. She says that it is 
‘aimed at parents struggling with difficult 
teens, it could be issues at school, drugs, 
criminal activity, peer pressure, social  
media addiction, anything that is causing 
real upset and worry for parents, I have 
managed to get a couple of schools on 
board with my idea and they are willing 
to help spread the word. It’s really about  
coming together and sharing experiences, 
fears and helping each other to keep our 
teens safe by sharing information, and  
ultimately supporting each other in a  
non-judgmental environment with people 
going through similar experiences’.

If you would like to know more, 
please send an email for the  
attention of Mrs A Walker to  
office@maidenerleghschool.co.uk and 
Mrs Walker will send you her  
contact details.

Is this normal  
behaviour? Should  

we be worried?

 Parents of Asthmatics
Most asthmatics are prescribed a brown 
preventer inhaler to be used daily. Like 
many children, they may not use it as regu-
larly as they should and instead rely on 
their blue salbutamol inhaler to provide 
relief as and when they need it.

The preventer is prescribed for a very good 
reason and this radio clip gives food for 
thought. It is both moving and powerful 
and is worth a listen. Maybe it will provoke 
a change in their ways. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
p05vtg92

On Friday 2 March we will be holding a 
non-uniform day. The purpose of this day 
is to raise money to support the Maiden 
Erlegh New Futures initiative and continue  
to raise money to update access to IT in 
lessons by replacing current minibook 
trollies.  New Futures enables students 
from Addington School to spend a week 
at our Outdoor Pursuits Centre in Tirabad,  
each with a Sixth Form mentor from  
Maiden Erlegh or one of our partner 
schools. The week is a great experience 
for everyone involved, influencing lives 
and putting a smile on some very special 
children’s faces. New Futures is a project 
which has been running for some years at 
Maiden Erlegh School and we hope to be 
able to continue for many years to come.

The suggested donation is £1 however 
please feel free to donate more if you 
wish. Donations will be collected in tutor 
group and collection boxes will also be in 
the dining halls and sixth form bistro.

Non-Uniform Day

mailto:office%40maidenerleghschool.co.uk?subject=FAO%3A%20Mrs%20A%20Walker%20-%20Parent%20Support%20Group
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05vtg92
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05vtg92
http://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/page/?title=Facilities+Hire&pid=26


 Performing Arts....It’s a Hard Knock Life!

On Wednesday 17 – Friday 19 January the students at Maiden Erlegh took part in their school production of ‘Annie.’ This tale of a 
young orphan girl trying to find her parents has gripped audiences for many years and this year it was our pupils who managed to 
achieve this. All three nights’ audiences laughed at the antics of the mischievous orphans who terrorised Miss Hannigan and were 
brought at times to tears by the wonderful chemistry between Annie and Warbucks. This level of maturity in a performance can be 
hard for trained actors to accomplish but the students all managed this without fail. A special mention has to go to the ‘splendid’  
Drake for his comedic timing, often having the audiences on the edge of their seats with laughter and Grace for her beautiful  
singing voice. 

This was truly a collaborative effort between students and staff and it would be unfair to discuss the production without  
mentioning the wonderful efforts of the band and backstage crew. The band rose to the demands of the performance with precision 
and enthusiasm the musical director knew they could, making them a truly integral part of the production. The back stage crew, led 
by the stage manager were able to manage the production’s needs expertly, from scene changes to lighting and sound effects, the 
show simply would not have run without them.

Every cast and crew member should be proud of their involvement in this show as this coming together of people from different 
years and staff from different departments shows a collective enthusiasm to succeed. 

By Mr J Whorriskey

“It was awesome”

“Loved it!!”

“Really great and very funny!”

“I wish I could see it again”

“Fantastic production”

“Everyone involved should feel 
very proud, it was fab”

“Amazing”
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 Term Dates 2017-2018

For our 2018-2019 term dates please click 
here and scroll down our website to view.

 Christmas Cake Competition
Last term we had a joint MFL and Food 
department cake competition for Year 7.  
Students were asked to redesign the 
French, German or Spanish Christmas 
cake. We had some fabulously creative 
and delicious entries, but in the end 
we had to choose some winners. Evie  
Andrews and Keira Edwards came in  
3rd place with a take on the German 
Christmas cake. In 2nd place was Esther 

Rock with a beautiful and very tasty 
Spanish Christmas cake and in 1st  

place was another joint entry 
from Freya Meadows-Tuson  
and Izzi Phillips. They chose 

to bake a German style 
cake which included a  
multi-coloured sponge  
and a German Christmas 
message on the top. 

Well done to all applicants 
– your cakes were délicieux/

lecker/delicioso!

 Women’s Suffrage
On 6 February 1918, the UK parliament 
passed the ‘Representation of the People 
Act’ that gave all men, above the age of 
21, as well as women, above the age of 30,  
the right to vote. Prior to this, men not 
owning property and all women were  
denied the right to choose their local MP. 
This is therefore the first important step  
in granting women equality in terms of 
their access to democracy and is in no  
small part due to the efforts of the  
suffragette movement. 

To celebrate this first step and the role of 
the suffragette movement, on Tuesday  
6 February, all staff and students are  
invited to wear something purple, green 
or white, or ideally all three, which were 
the colours of the suffrage movement 
in addition to their normal uniform.  

Additionally staff and students can make a 
donation toward Camfed (https://camfed.
org/), a charity that aims to tackle poverty 
and inequality, particularly by supporting 
marginalised girls access to education.

https://www.parentpay.com/
http://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/page/?title=Physical+Education&pid=84
http://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+for+Parents&pid=28
http://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=23
http://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=23
https://camfed.org/
https://camfed.org/

