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19 October 2021
Dear Parent/Guardian
REVISION WEEK

Across the year we will have four themed weeks on revision, to support students in all year
groups with their revision and recall practice.

This week is our first. We are introducing the topic of revision in assemblies and encouraging
students to try a new strategy. Teachers will also be setting revision and recall tasks for
homework this week, whilst discussing with students the best strategy for approaching this
task.

We recognise that every student will develop their own approach to revision, below are some
parent leaflets on how to support your child with using flash cards and chunking techniques.

We hope that you find these useful.
Yours sincerely
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Mrs A Morgan
Senior Deputy Headteacher

Maiden Erlegh Trust is a company limited by guarantee and an exempt charity registered in England and Wales

under company number 07548754 with registered office at Silverdale Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 7HS. “Maiden Erlegh School” is a business name of the company.



The chunking technique
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D i d 0 u kn 0W7 Chunking is a technique which can improve the

y ] memory. Chunking is the process of taking
individual pieces of information (chunks) and
grouping them into larger units.

The chunking process encourages students to
break down larger amounts of information into

= smaller units, identify similarities or patterns,
organise information and group information
into manageable units. Studies have shown that
students have gone from remembering seven
pieces of information to over 80 by using the
chunking technique.

@ Research shows that chunking is useful because
it can help students” memory system become
0 3 far more efficient as they are able to retain

information better. They will then be able to

m OR recall relevant information in their exams.
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What can you do?

Support your child to challenge themselves to for different sections, use tables to summarise
remember lists of things, whether it’s a shopping  data, bullet points to summarise key points and
list, vocabulary words or important topics they are  also combine illustrations with text to create visual
learning about. associations.

Help your child to separate their revision into
relevant sections as this will help them digest
everything and remember the information more
easily. Encourage them to create links between
different bits of information and put them into
meaningful categories because it can help them
remember them better.

Chunking works well if work is organised and
neat, so help your child to use headings and titles
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Using Flashcards
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Did you know?

Encourage your child to make flashcards as part
of their revision strategy. The key is to have a
question or key term on one side and the answer
or definition on the other. Suggest using different
colours for topics to help categorise information
and to keep them neat. Flashcards containing just
notes are not effective.

Try testing your child using the flashcards and
give them time to digest the question before
answering. If they get the answer right, don’t
discard the card — they need to keep repeating it
again and over time.

When using the flashcards, help your child review
their cards using a system. With your child, read

PiXL

partners in excellence

Using flashcards is a repetition strategy. They
are a simple ‘cue’ on the front and an ‘answer’
on the back. Flashcards engage students in
“active recall”, which means they are creating
connections with their memory.

Research shows that using flashcards can
enhance long-term learning and help students
to memorise facts quickly. Flashcards are not an
effective method for last-minute cramming!

Studies have found that it's more effective to
review a whole stack of cards in one sitting
rather than to carry them around and have
students glance at them every so often.

through this article which explains how to use
flashcards effectively using a system approach:
https://www.parent24.com/Learn/School-exams/
watch-how-to-study-using-flashcards-20160825
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