
Year 9 Information 
Evening

Wednesday 20th November 2024



Settling into Year 9

“The engagement and motivation students have 
shown has been fantastic to see”

“Classes are making really good progress and 
they have stepped up to the challenge of year 9”

“The positive attitude amongst the group of 
students have allowed each class to be engaged 
with thier learning”









Key Contacts
Mr Bryant (Head of Year)
9M1 Tutor – Mr Flynn
9M2 Tutor – Mr Animashaun
9M3 Tutor – Mrs Brink and Mrs Diaz
9M4 Tutor – Mrs Nottage and Mrs Brogden
9M5 Tutor – Mr Smith
9E1 Tutor – Mrs Cato
9E2 Tutor – Mr Owino
9E3 Tutor – Mrs Peduru
9E4 Tutor – Miss Ratcliffe 
AHT Year 9 – Mrs Bhadye and Mr Stewart







Curriculum guidance and resources 



Google classroom



Assessment Week

• Monday 12th till Friday 16th May 2025
• Students will be provided with content information in 

advance of their assessment
• Information published on google classroom from class 

teacher.
• Guidance on ‘how to revise’ from staff and published on 

the year group google classroom.



Bromcom – MCAS app

• My child at school app
• Attendance information 
• Student timetables
• Behaviour tracking
• Access to student data

• Student access

• If you have any issues with the app please email: 
mesmcas@maidenerleghtrust.org

mailto:mesmcas@maidenerleghtrust.org


Attendance



Mental Health and Emotional Support

https://www.maidenerleghtrust.org/page/?title=Parent+Help+and+Support&pid=69

https://www.maidenerleghtrust.org/page/?title=Parent+Help+and+Support&pid=69


Mrs Bhadye & Mr Stewart - AHT

A 
journey...



What is coming up in Year 9?

Refined timetable
Key Stage 4 courses Assessment week

A new tie!

A chance 
to re-set

Opportunities 
for new friends

New study skills
New teachers



Becoming Key Stage 4 ready: 
Independent Learners

Readiness (Motivated):
o Involved
o Active
o Desire to succeed, even if 

difficult   
o Recognise the skills and 

learning, willing to try  
o Seize opportunity



Becoming Key Stage 4 ready: 
Independent Learners

Resilience:
o Take risks with learning
o Make mistakes as part of 

finding out
o Keep going
o Problem-solving
o Try different ways when 

stuck
o Self-belief



Becoming Key Stage 4 ready: 
Independent Learners

Resourceful
o Use own skills, creativity, 

knowledge and resources around 
you

o Share ideas and learning
o Research more
o Be an active part of your group 

and collaborate
o Summarise and communicate 

effectively



Becoming Key Stage 4 ready: 
Independent Learners

Reflective:
o Think for yourself about your 

learning and learning 
experiences

o What you need to succeed 
and improve

o Share and link ideas
o Ask questions and evaluate 
o Learning to learn
o What next?



GCSEs: Most Common KS4 qualification
General Certificate of Education

• They give young people an insight into 
various subjects and help them to find 
which ones they are interested in.

• They provide consistency to learning and 
examinations and give all pupils a level 
playing field.

• They help pupils to develop life skills, such 
as communication, time management, 
organisation, problem-solving, etc.

• They provide young people with an essential 
foundation for further education, work and 
adulthood.

• They increase the chances of getting good jobs 
with decent earnings, as employers view them 
favourably, especially English and maths.

• They give pupils a good indication of how well 
they would do if they decide to do further 
qualifications, such as A Levels.



New vs Old Grades:



Curriculum: Year 9
Subject Periods (per fortnight)
English 8
Maths 6 (8 in every other year)
Science 8
PE 4
RP 6
Personal Development 2
Option A 4
Option B 4
Option C 4
Option D 4



Key Stage 4 Courses: Top Tips for Parents

Communication Encouraging 
Independence

Positive Study 
Environments

Study vs Leisure Time 
Management Managing Stress



Communication

Open and honest 
communication:
- Helps ensure 

student voices are 
heard

- Can help 
understand student 
feelings

- Helps avoids 
misunderstandings 
and conflict

Why so important now?
- Academic goals being 

developed
- Deadlines
- Struggles: stress; time 

management; revision; 
exam prep

How to achieve this?
- Set aside time
- Use open questions – 

how is study going?
- Avoid distractions
- Share experiences



Encouraging Independence

Independent learning is 
where pupils take control, 
have ownership and are 
responsible for their own 
learning.

It helps:
- Give a sense of 

autonomy
- It enables them to work 

at their pace
- It develops crucial skills: 

problem-solving; critical 
thinking; self-
confidence; resilience

- Avoid micromanaging 
where possible

- Support them in planning 
the route to achieve their 
goals and encourage 
them to speak to their 
staff for help

- Positive reinforcement to 
acknowledge the process 
as well as the prize

- Don't be afraid if mistakes 
are made – help them 
see the value of 
persevering

How to achieve this?
- Talk to them about it
- Provide them with an environment, 

resources and routine



Positive Study Environment
A positive study environment is calm, 
organised and well-lit. 

It is not about having the most expensive 
resources money can buy!

How to achieve this?
- Have a dedicated area at home
- Ensure they have the resources they need: 

revision guides; access to Google Classroom; 
equipment. 

- Pupil Premium students – please get in touch 
if there is something you need!

- Minimise distractions – phone / social media 
especially



Study vs Leisure
Studying for GCCEs is demanding – especially approaching PPE 
and examination periods. But balance is important.

How to achieve this?
- regular breaks
- time-off 
- participation in leisure activities / hobbies

These:
- Improve mood and increase motivation
- Helps learn self-management

If students do not take time for themselves, it can result in:
- tiredness, fatigue and stress
- 'burn-out' / mental exhaustion
- difficulty retaining information



Time Management
Effective time 
management will truly 
help students managing 
Key Stage 4 period.

How to achieve this?
- Organising study 

materials, so time is not 
spent looking for key 
equipment and books

- Setting goals – 
especially surrounding 
timings of tasks

- Establishing revision 
plans for assessment 
weeks / PPEs – if students 
do not know how to 
revise for a subject, ask 
them to speak to their 
teacher/s

- Take regular breaks
- Time management tools 

can help, such as 
planners, to-do lists, apps, 
google classroom 
deadlines, etc.



Managing Stress
“Stress is the body's reaction to 
feeling threatened or under 
pressure”

Studying for GCSEs can put a lot of 
pressure on young people. It is a 
big step up in Year 9.

Common sources of stress:
- Feeling unprepared
- Concern about what exams will 

feel like
- Pressure from various angles
- Worry about not performing well 

enough

Watch out for:
- Taking insufficient breaks
- Avoidance
- Lack of motivation and 

concentration
- Self-neglect and poor sleep
- Not enjoying activities they used to
- Loss of appetite or over-eating
- Struggling to make decisions
- Low mood / negativity
- Doubting themselves
- Overly-emotional
- Complaints of nausea / dizziness / 

headache



Managing Stress

How to achieve this?
- Helping them set realistic goals
- Good communication to ensure they feel they 

can talk about how they are feeling
- Ensuring they are eating healthily.
- Getting plenty of exercise and time away 

from studies
- Supporting preparation in revision phases
- Reminding them to get plenty of sleep

Ask for help if you / they need it – we have 
access to lots of support in school and want 
what is best for your child.



Year 9 Information Evening
Wednesday 20th November 2024

• At the end of the evening, please 
scan the QR code shown to you.

• Opportunity for feedback
• Opportunity to ask any questions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCO3Cs4aJfv
DcPUP3PFoiC3ZlrkYFOKZIV81_uTKzQkF2ziA/viewform 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCO3Cs4aJfvDcPUP3PFoiC3ZlrkYFOKZIV81_uTKzQkF2ziA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCO3Cs4aJfvDcPUP3PFoiC3ZlrkYFOKZIV81_uTKzQkF2ziA/viewform


Core Subjects Information – Heads of Departments

TIMINGS Red A Red B Green A Green B Blue A Blue B

7:15-7:25 Eng A, L10 Eng B, L1 Maths A, L9 Maths B, L2 Sci A, L8 Sci B, L3

7:30-7:40 Maths A, L9 Maths B, L2 Sci A, L8 Sci B, L3 Eng A, L10 Eng B, L1

7:45-7:55 Sci A, L8 Sci B, L3 Eng A, L10 Eng B, L1 Maths A, L9 Maths B, L2



English at GCSE
What to expect in Years 9 to 11



Which GCSEs we 
study. All students are taught at higher 

tier.

All students are entered for both 
English Language and English 
Literature.

We provide revision resources in 
our own GCSE English Revision 
Google classroom.



Setting in Year 9

Bands 1-3 based on Year 8 unit assessments 
and DCPs.

All study the same curriculum.

Band 3 classes are smaller and there are slightly 
fewer poems etc. 



Our Curriculum
Year 9

Year 9

We study GCSE skills (not content).

We study:

● A novel

● poetry 

● short stories 

● Romeo and Juliet

Students will also write both creative 
and non-fiction texts.



Support your child in 
English in Year 9

● Regular reading at home.

● All targets to improve are in their exercise books.

● Support your child's literacy: spelling, punctuation and grammar.

● Extend their vocabulary (reading, documentaries, conversation).

● Cultural capital: cinema and theatre, museums etc.



Setting in Year 10-
11

Students are banded in Year 10 
and stay in these classes to the 
end of Year 11.

All students study both 
GCSEs and are entered for 
higher tier.

Band 3 - smaller classes so more 
individual attention.

We achieve grades 7+ 
across ALL 3 BANDS.



Our Curriculum 
Year 10

Students need their own copies of:

● An Inspector Calls
● Macbeth

We also study:

● speeches 
● English Language Paper 1 
● unseen poetry 
● anthology poetry.

2 PPEs:

● English Literature Paper One
● English Language Paper One



Our Curriculum 
Year 11

Students need their own copies of 
a 19th century novel. Their class 
teacher will tell them if it is:

● A Christmas Carol OR
● Jekyll and Hyde

We also study:

● English Language Paper 2
● Revision for both GCSEs

There are 2 PPEs:

● English Literature Paper Two
● English Language Paper Two



Support your child in English 
during Years 10-11

● Encourage them to read and re-read the set texts as well as keeping 
up with wider reading.

● All targets to improve are in their exercise books.

● Use Edexcel revision guides if they need/want them.

● Make sure they use the Edexcel resources in our Google Classroom.

● Make sure they revise regularly. They should start revision at least 3 

weeks before the PPEs and at least a term before the final GCSE.



Maths at GCSE
What to expect in Years 9 to 11



In this session we are going to cover:

- Having a positive attitude towards mathematics

- How you can support their learning in lessons

- How you can support revision and everyday good 
habits

How can you help?



Please always talk about mathematics with a positive attitude!

If your child says ‘I can’t do it’ please encourage 
them with ‘You can’t do it yet but you will be able 
to do it with practice’

Having a positive attitude



Encourage your child to sort problems and gaps in their knowledge as 
soon as they arise. 

To do this they could:

• Get help from you if you can support.

• Make an appointment with their teacher.

• Use an online resource such as SPARX, mymaths, Kerboodle (textbook) 
Corbettmaths or Maths Genie.

Supporting your child



All text books 
are available 

on Kerboodle.

.

Textbook (Kerboodle)



DIRT:

Check your child’s work:Student feedback



SPARX homework is set every week.  Students are expected to score 100%.

There is a whole year group Google Classroom where students can find any 
useful revision recourses and important information.  An enrichment 
homework is set here every half term.

Supporting revision and good habits



What questions do you have?

Questions



Science at GCSE
What to expect in Years 9 to 11



Pathway through science

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Students begin studying GCSE 
content.

8 lessons a fortnight

Usually have three teachers, 
biology, chemistry and physics

All groups are mixed ability

Examinations at the end of Year 
9  for triple selection

Students follow triple or 
combined science route

9 lessons a fortnight combined, 
12 lessons a fortnight triple, 
three teachers

All combined groups are mixed 
ability

PPE in February

Students continue triple or 
combined science route

Same lesson structure as
Year 10

PPE1 in November, tier of entry 
info send home after

PPE2 in March tier of entry 
finalised



Learning journeys



Assessment and DIRT

All internal assessments are used formatively, the only summative assessment are the GCSEs

The assessments are designed to reinforce content and skills covered in a topic and across the 
whole course

Most important part of the assessment is the directed independent reflection task (DIRT)

DIRT is where students act on the marking and feedback from the teacher to make 
improvements to their work



Study skills and resources
How should students prepare for an assessment?

Revision should be an active process

They should use a variety of resources such as:
- PLCs
- Class book
- Textbook or revision guide
- Exam style questions

They should:
- Make summary notes, flash cards or mind 

maps
- Answer and then self-mark questions
- Ask the teacher if they are unsure about 

something

Resources available

- Kerboodle
- AQA website
- Physics and maths tutor website
- BBC bitesize
- Revision guides and workbooks
- Resources posted on google classroom
- Focus eLearning
- Seneca Learning



Resource Weblink

Kerboodle www.kerboodle.com.

AQA website
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/science-
8464/specification

Physics and maths tutor website https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/

BBC bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h

Revision guides and workbooks
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-
books/gcse/science/combined-science/sahr46-new-gcse-
combined-science-aqa-revision-guid

Resources posted on google classroom www.classroom.google.com

Focus eLearning
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/2174/ulggjagCrvurdFchAaewv
hkDigFfyiCmu

Seneca Learning https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

http://www.kerboodle.com/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/science-8464/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/science-8464/specification
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/science/combined-science/sahr46-new-gcse-combined-science-aqa-revision-guid
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/science/combined-science/sahr46-new-gcse-combined-science-aqa-revision-guid
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/science/combined-science/sahr46-new-gcse-combined-science-aqa-revision-guid
http://www.classroom.google.com/
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/2174/ulggjagCrvurdFchAaewvhkDigFfyiCmu
https://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/2174/ulggjagCrvurdFchAaewvhkDigFfyiCmu
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
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