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Starting your research 
Register with the UCAS Hub to: 

• explore careers, subjects, places, and 

apprenticeships 

• find and favourite over 35,000 courses

• search for open days, online events and virtual 

tours 

• turn predicted grades into UCAS Tariff points 

• speak to those in the know using Unibuddy

• speak to career, higher education, and 

application specialists by attending the Hub lives

• start an application for 2026 entry FROM JUNE

https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-hub-live




You can see apprenticeship 

opportunities alongside 

undergraduate courses.

The UCAS Hub enables you to 

explore all your options and build 

your profile in one place.

Your pathways 
Side by side



Google Classroom
All the information has already been 

supplied to the students



Predicted Grades

A holistic judgement that will include:

Assessed work (prelims)

Attitude in class

Willingness to respond to feedback

Professionalism (HWK, attendance)

“Aspirational but achievable” 



Predicted Grades

Finalised by 3rd Week in September

There is no negotiation on predicted grades!



AND
The subject references are finalised in the 3rd 

week of September 

based on…..

The same criteria as above



Total number of students 228

212 applications – (including 20 past students) – so 192 applications in total 
84%

Of 20 FSM students, 18 applied and they were all offered a place (9 of which 
were at Russell Group unis)

135 were offered places at Russell Group universities – 70% of applicants – 
59% of all students

3 Oxford, 2 Cambridge

5 medics; 4 vets; 0 dentists 

Our track record is very strong



Do I have the right GCSE 

grades?

Eligibility criteria



UCAS search tool: ucas.com

Use this to browse by subject or course

Link to university websites

Eligibility criteria



•What grades do I need to get at A-level?

•What are the required subjects?

•Have I done anything else to support my application – work 

experience, DofE bronze – gold, music, sport qualifications, 

part-time work (in personal statement).

Eligibility criteria



Using predicted grades



University of Birmingham

University of Bristol

University of Cambridge

Cardiff University

University of Durham

University of Edinburgh

University of Exeter

University of Glasgow

Imperial College London

King's College London

University of Leeds

University of Liverpool

The Russell Group

London School of Economics & Political Science

University of Manchester

Newcastle University

University of Nottingham

University of Oxford

Queen Mary University of London

Queen's University Belfast

University of Sheffield

University of Southampton

University College London

University of Warwick

University of York

Early entrance

Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Oxbridge, Conservatoires

http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3760-university-of-birmingham/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3766-university-of-bristol/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3767-university-of-cambridge/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3768-cardiff-university/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3793-university-of-edinburgh/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3775-university-of-glasgow/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3776-imperial-college-london/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3777-kings-college-london/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3778-university-of-leeds/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3779-university-of-liverpool/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3780-london-school-of-economics--political-science/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3781-university-of-manchester/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3782-newcastle-university/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3783-university-of-nottingham/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3784-university-of-oxford/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3785-queens-university-belfast/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3786-university-of-sheffield/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3762-university-of-southampton/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3787-university-college-london/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities/3788-university-of-warwick/


TESTS etc
Do I need to take one and when?

• UCAT – Universities Clinical Aptitude Test

• LNAT – Law National Aptitude Test 

• MLAT – Modern Languages Admissions Test

• TSA – Thinking Skills Assessment

• HAT – History Aptitude Test

• PAT – Physics Aptitude Test

• TMUA – Test for Mathematics for University Admission

• OLAT – Oriental Languages Aptitude Test

• ELAT – English Literature Admissions Test 

• Other tests?  CHECK

• YOUR RESPONSIBILITY – some dates earlier than before

Work Experience – what, where and with whom.  KEEP A RECORD OF CONTACTS



What to do now

Open Days



Open Days
Book your place for the course taster 
sessions

Tell me if you plan to go

Encourage them to make the journey 
themselves so they really experience it…

You can put down up to 5 choices on your 
UCAS form.

What to do now



20th June

UCAS - MES process starts 2026 
entry.

26th September

Early entry MES deadline

15th October

UCAS Application deadline for 
courses in medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, and dentistry, 
and courses at Oxford or 
Cambridge.

14th January

UCAS Equal consideration 
application deadline.

26th February

UCAS Extra opens.

4th July

Last date for applications before 
Clearing opens.

When to apply 2026 entry 



Timeline for 2026 entry

|   21

Date UCAS process for 2026 entry

NOW Register on UCAS hub

29th April UCAS 2026 courses in search tool

13th May UCAS 2026 system live (not for MES students)

23rd May MES UCAS The process explained

Early June MES UCAS Application launch assembly 

Wed 2nd July MES UCAS Parents Information Evening - 6.00pm 

Friday 4th July MES personal statements assembly

16th July Future Pathways day - Personal Statement session

26th September MES Early Entry deadline

15th October 18:00 UCAS Early Entry deadline 

5th January 2026 MES UCAS deadline 

14th January 18:00 UCAS Equal Consideration deadline 



Roadmap – dates
Date Event

26th February 2026 Extra Opens

3rd June 2026 Offers by 13th May – Decision deadline

30th June 2026 Applications automatically into clearing

5th July 2026 Clearing opens

14th August 2026 A-level results day

24th September 2026 Final date for 2026 applications (email CE / SO)

What to do now



Application process

Student completes application online

 Personal Details

 Finance

 Education and Work

 Course selection – order does not matter

 Personal statement

 Pay for application (£28.50) and sent to school



Maiden Erlegh School then

• Checks application and examination results (application 

“bounced back” if necessary)

• Resubmit application (you do not pay again)

• Subject teachers write references – including extenuating 

circumstances

• Adds school reference with tutor information

• Application sent to UCAS by the coordinator

Application process



UCAS then:-

• Checks application and personal statement (plagiarism, AI 

checker)

• Sends application to universities

• Starts UCAS Track

• Feeds offers back to students

• Sends responses to universities

• Sends results to universities

• Confirmation and clearing

Application process



Admissions tutors consider:

•Predicted grades

•GCSE grades

•School reference

•Personal statement

•External/Internal Tests, eg UCAT, LNAT, interview

Different universities apply different weightings to this information – 

technically this should be declared by the university.  

Application process



Banana skins

  or Reading/West Berkshire/Oxfordshire

Select this option even if you do not intend to have a Tuition fees loan



Entering exam results:

Dates attended  

Maiden Erlegh School only:  09/2019 - 07/2026

Other Schools: 09/2019 - 08/2024 then MES 09/2024 – 07/2026

Dates of sitting summer exams: –

08/2024 for GCSE (2023 for RP at MES)

08/2026 for A2 and BTEC

Banana skins



Equal opportunities

Nothing you declare will negatively affect your application



This may give access to additional 

support.

Equal opportunities



This is the one people miss

Equal opportunities



Deferred Entry

You must contact each of your choices before sending 

your application to check that they will accept you for 

deferred entry.



Application process

Student Finance

Information will be given in a timely 

manner. (March 2026)



UCAS TRACK

Extra

Confirmation

Clearing

Application process



Early entrants

Known by me and receiving specialist 

support in-house and through WCSA



Any questions?

m.simon@maidenerleghtrust.org

mailto:m.simon@maidenerleghtrust.org
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